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GEAR

Let me begin with an intro-
duction.  My name is Robert 
Brown.  I am a licensed Pri-
vate Investigator in North 
Carolina with a combined 

24 plus years of experience. Not a day 
passes that I don’t find myself amazed 
at how far surveillance technology has 
progressed since I star ted out in the 
business back in 1989. I am sure the 
loyal readers of PI Magazine can attest 
to the bulky equipment we were stuck 
with in the past.  Well, those days are 
gone. Technology has hit warp speed in 
advancements in size, weight, camera 
quality and overall functionality.

This will be a no-holds-barred review of 
the PC100 1080p Portable Body Camera, so 
I’ll dive right in. First, let’s start off with how 
this camera looks and feels. It has a tactile feel, 
similar to a rubber-like coating for a non-slip 
grip.  This is extremely beneficial.  How many 
of us out on surveillance have dropped cameras 
or other equipment because the texture was 
slick, and it slipped right out of our hands?  
The rubber-like coating also adds an extra layer 
of protection and durability.  Weighing in at a 
whopping 1.1 ounces you will hardly remem-
ber that you are wearing it.  The durable clip 
allows the camera to be secured tightly to your 
shirt or jacket pocket and two very robust mag-
nets on the clip will assure that this camera is 
not going anywhere. This seemingly minor fea-
ture will come in handy if you decide to adhere 
it to a metal shelf for covert use.
The operating instructions are straightfor-

ward which are super handy when the camera 
needs to be activated quickly.  A long press (3 

seconds) on the power button will activate the 
camera as indicated by a solid blue light.  To 
record video, the activation is followed up by a 
short press on the power button and the same 
blue lights will flash slowly to indicate the video 
is recording. This camera also comes with addi-
tional features.  One of them that I find very use-
ful is that you can choose to only record audio or 
take pictures.

It accepts a 32GB Micro-SD card.  We all uti-
lize SD cards and spend a lot of money on our 
gear so please do not be cheap.  Buy a good qual-
ity brand name SD card and a Class 10. You do 
not want to find out the hard way the downside 
of using a low-quality SD card.  
It also comes with a micro-USB cable and 

charging block.  Other notable features of the 
PC100 are the Time/Date stamp which is set up 
like every other covert camera using the .TXT 
file.  When you are setting this feature up you 
can decide whether you want to record in 720p 
or 1080p. The PC100 offers loop recording, 
continuous recording, or motion detection re-
cording.  Battery life is 2.5 hours of continuous 
recording.  In motion detection standby mode, 
battery life increases to 4 hours.  If you are only 
voice recording, battery life increases to 6 hours.  

This is not a low light functioning camera.  
However, I was impressed with this camera’s clar-
ity when utilized for daylight recording as well as 
the quality of the audio playback.  This camera 
is a perfect solution for process servers.   Even 
though it is not touted as “covert” camera it is 
small enough that it may go virtually unnoticed 
in comparison to some of the larger and bulkier 
body cameras.  
In conclusion, and to coin a Siskel & Ebert 

term, I would give the PC100 Camera a thumbs 
up and a score of 9 out 10 and only because it 
does not have low light capability.  Always re-
member to manage your expectations, which 
translates into buying the right piece of gear for 
the job at hand. 
At a $69.00 price point, you could affordably 

outfit each of your agency investigators with one.  
Replacing them, if need be, would not stretch 
your pockets.  The PC100 is an extremely prac-
tical and useful piece of surveillance equipment 
and is available at PIGEAR.COM    
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